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 When do we open the doors to our church again for public  

gatherings and worship?  Jesus offers the invitation that when he 

knocks, and we open the door, we will have fellowship with him (Rev 

3:20).   Paul, himself, received a vision to come to Macedonia after    

the Spirit of Jesus refused to let him go to Bithynia to preach and      

minister (Acts 16:6-10).  Like Paul, we need to be sensitive to the               

Spirit. According to Gov. Abbott of Texas, churches are open and are 

ñessential services.ò What this means is that as a church and as individ-

uals, we must take responsibility to make wise choices.   

 What will church look like when we reopen to public gatherings 

in our church? The guidance Gov. Abbott gave retail shops is that they 

may fill to 25% capacity.   Utilizing both the 8:00am and the 10:30am 

Sunday Services wisely, we can meet our worship needs.  The Center 

for Disease Control has offered guidance for churches when they      

reopen to focus on both sanitation and cleanliness.  We will ñrope offò 

every other pew.  Each pew can seat a family or two couples without 

any problems. We will also sanitize our pews between services.  We will 

not pass the offering plate and will serve communion ñin one kindò with 

a line of people carefully distanced in the middle isle.   One of the main 

concerns Health Departments have with churches spreading viruses is 

congregational singing, where everyone is breathing out with joy at the 

same time: ñLet everything that has breath, praise the Lord!ò To begin 

with, we will have music in our second service, but limited congrega-

tional and choir singing.  Ushers will guide us out of the service in an 

orderly fashion and members will be encouraged not to congregate in 

the church.  In the churchyard everyone can spread out accordingly 

and visit. Facemasks will be made available for our services. Facemasks 

will be encouraged, but not required for the services. When we see a 

dramatic downturn in cases reported, of course we will adapt accord-

ingly. 

 

 ñHere I am! I 

stand at the 

door and knock. If 

anyone hears my 

voice and opens 

the door, I will 

come in and eat 

with that person, 

and they with 

me.ò  
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 When will we open for public gatherings?  Just because we can open at any time 

does not mean we should.  Churches that open too early rightfully or wrongfully are 

judged as not being community friendly or caring for public health.   While we donôt run 

the church by what the ñworldò says, we are called to minister to our community.  Some 

church gatherings have spread the virus.  Some church members (not here) have passed 

away after exposure. While many people who pass away from this disease often had        

other serious illnesses, we are all at risk.  David Harrison, I, and the Vestry have been 

pondering the re-opening date carefully and we are working to balance many legitimate 

concerns.  So, the short answer is that while I am hoping we can be together on            

Pentecost (May 31), we need to see what is happening in our community and come to 

agreement upon the best time to regather. Remember, we are still in the middle of the 

pandemic.  The threat is real.   I am not primarily concerned with public perception, but 

with your physical and spiritual health.  

 While we are living through social distancing, we have unique opportuni-

ties.  Shared experiences creates bonds with others.  From my Navy influence I can say, 

ñwe are all in the same ship/boat/submarine.ò We can use this time to slow down,         

distance ourselves from social media, limit Netflix, and become comfortable listening to 

our own thoughts.   As we discern our true inward thoughts and feelings, we can focus on 

giving our deepest needs and concerns to the Lord. As we seek his presence, we can 

begin more clearly to discern his voice and find true direction and peace for our lives.   It 

has been almost a year since many of us read through the Bible in 90 days.  If you have 

not resumed the habit, now is the time to read and internalize the Word of God           

daily.  Prayer makes a difference and is a wonderful gift to us.   The Creator of the uni-

verse wants to have unlimited ñfacetimeò with us.  When we have confidence in the true 

faith, we know God is with us through all circumstances, and the fear of adversity and 

death begins to diminish.  To the world, death is the loss of all things.   For the Christian, 

death is the beginning of the greatest adventure ever undertaken with love, joy, and 

peace indescribable!  Not that most of us would elect to face death today, but we know 

who holds our future and eternity.   We spiritually can grow now in anticipation of           

returning together again shortly.  

 Please continue watching and listening to our services on Facebook live and on our 

webpage.  Keep one another in prayer.  Look after one another.  Pray for your rector--he 

hasnôt had a church brownie in a long time!  Call me if you need anything and we will  

ñget óer done!ò  Working together and trusting in the Lord, we will get through this!  

 

 

Fr. Hal+ 



A New Mission Partner  

For several years we have delivered food to the    

Mexican Border for use in orphanages and feeding 

stations where migrants are waiting to see if they can 

enter the United States. The group that provided us 

with the pre -packaged meals was Kids Against     

Hunger - Parker County. Due to  Corona Virus, they 

have been unable to gather groups to produce the food, and we used up their inventory.  

They suggested that we contact Kids Against Hunger - Tarrant County. On April 15 they 

loaded our trailer with 38,000 meals that were delivered 

to the El Paso area on April 16. About 1/2 of the food 

will be distributed in the U.S. and the other 1/2 will     

go to orphanages in Juarez, Chihuhua City, and the 

Tarahumara Indians in the mountains.  

We delivered 3 tons of food, and thy typically distribute 

about 2 tons per month.  

PROJECT DIGNIDAD NEEDS DONATIONS 

e supplied Project Dignidad with 12 Easter 

totes.  At the monthly meeting it was reported 

that participation was down almost 40 percent this year 

and they thanked us for our help.   They also reported that 

fewer families came to ask for help and that it worked out 

pretty well.   They were able to serve all who came. 

Also the ladies at Project Dignidad stated that they would gladly accept goods besides  

non-perishables and plastic bags.  Items that they receive inquiries about are used sheets 

and towels, coats and jackets, jeans and pants, diapers (both baby and adult), baby  

blankets, soaps, cleaners, etc. If itôs something serviceable they can probably use it.   


